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CSUDH and Chevron Show Inglewood 
Students STEM Learning Through Golf

Monroe Magnet Middle School principal Brent Tilley and students Roberto Florez, Jezelle deLeon, Arnia Fryler, Jazlyn Lopez and Lawrence Kincherlow were led through hands-on learning exhibits by 
CSUDH student instructors at Chevron’s STEM ZONE interactive learning experience at the Northern Trust Open in Los Angeles on Thursday, Feb. 13. Photo provided by Chevron.

Centinela Hospital Medical Center 
Ranked Among Top 25 in Nation 
By Cristian Vasquez

At the Lawndale City Council meeting 

onCentinela Hospital, located at 555 E. 

Hardy Street in Inglewood, was recently 

ranked as one of the top 25 hospitals in 

the country by the Centers for Medicare 

& Medicaid Services. “This CMS ranking 

shows Centinela Hospital Medical Center’s 

commitment to the highest quality of care,” 

Centinela Hospital CEO Linda Bradley said. 

“I congratulate the physicians, nurses and 

other employees for their dedication.” 

Centinela Hospital is an affiliate of Prime 

Healthcare Services, which purchased the 

hospital in 2007, and was ranked in the 

top 25 based on CMS’ Hospital Value-

Based Purchasing program. Each hospital’s 

individual score is determined by the Value-

Based Purchasing program for the 2014 fiscal 

year and was focused on three primary areas: 

clinical process of care, patient experience 

and outcomes. 

“Centinela Hospital Medical Center is 

an excellent example of how our evidence-

based standards and proven clinical protocols 

produce top quality healthcare,” said Prem 

Reddy, MD, FACC, FCCP, Chairman, 

President and CEO of Prime Healthcare 

Services, which owns and operates CHMC 

among 25 acute care hospitals nationwide.

The program will implement value-based 

purchasing to the payment system that 

accounts for the largest share of Medicare 

spending, affecting payment for inpatient 

stays in over 3,500 hospitals across the 

country. Hospitals will be paid for inpatient 

acute care services based on the quality of 

care--not just quantity of the services they 

provide.

Centinela Hospital Medical Center has 

been serving the Inglewood and Los Angeles 

communities since 1924. The medical facility 

is a 369-bed acute care hospital dedicated to 

offering comprehensive, quality healthcare 

in a “convenient, compassionate and cost 

effective manner.” The hospital offers a level 

II emergency department, orthopedic care, 

advanced cardiac services, peripheral artery 

disease treatment and OB/GYN services in 

a caring and conducive environment. 

Prime Healthcare, CHMC’s affiliate, has 

been recognized as one of the 15 top health 

systems in the country during 2013--an 

assessment based on the quality of healthcare 

and patient satisfaction. The top 15 ranking 

is the third time in five years that Prime 

Healthcare has been recognized. In addition, 

during 2013 eight of Prime Healthcare’s 

hospitals were ranked among the 100 

top hospitals by Truven Health Analytics 

(formerly Thomson Reuters). 

“This ranking by CMS continues to 

recognize our hospital for high quality of 

care. Centinela has already been recognized as 

one of the ‘100 top hospitals’ in the nation,” 

MD, Chief Medical Officer of CHMC and 

Prime Healthcare Paryus Patel said. “Our 

primary goal is to deliver and achieve the 

best clinical outcomes for our patients in 

the most cost-effective manner.”

In an effort to link Medicare’s payment 

system to improve healthcare quality, 

Congress authorized inpatient value-based 

purchasing as part of the Affordable Care 

Act. Centinela Hospital Medical Center is 

one of the only two hospitals in the state 

that was ranked among the top 25.

In 2012, CHMC was named as one of 

America’s 100 best hospitals for critical care, 

stroke care and pulmonary care. In addition, 

it is the home of the Tommy Lasorda Heart 

Institute, considered a legendary cardiac 

program with a “multidisciplinary team of 

clinicians” trained to use the most recent 

protocols for rapid response to heart attacks. 

Since the closure of Daniel Freeman 

Medical Hospital in 2004, CHMC has 

become the primary hospital in the area for 

emergency care for Inglewood residents, as 

well as people from cities and areas like El 

Segundo, Hawthorne, Westchester, Crenshaw, 

Ladera Heights, Culver City, Gardena, Carson 

and Lawndale. •

“Centinela Hospital Medical 
Center is an excellent example 

of how our evidence-based 
standards and proven clinical 

protocols produce top  
quality healthcare”



Page 2 February 20, 2014 

Police Reports
MON 2/3/14 TO SUN 2/9/14

ROBBERY  
14300 S OCEAN GATE AV SHOPPING 

CENTER Tue 02/04/14 17:34

Property Taken: BRUSH

ROBBERY 
4500 W. IMPERIAL HWY SERVICE 

STATION, GAS VENDOR Wed 02/05/14 

09:06

Property Taken: 1) Gray, “Samsung” Cell 

Phone

ROBBERY  
3800 W ROSECRANS AV GROCERY, 

SMALL STORE Wed 02/05/14 11:19

ROBBERY  
W EL SEGUNDO BL/S MANOR DR 

STREET, HIGHWAY, ALLEY  Wed 02/05/14 

21:04

Property Taken: Driod Razr Xt910, Fifteen 

Dollars

ATTEMPT ROBBERY  
W 118TH ST/S INGLEWOOD AV OTHER  

Wed 02/05/14 22:54

ROBBERY  
13600 S PRAIRIE AV OTHER  Thu 

02/06/14 16:20

Property Taken: $20 Bill

ROBBERY  
13200 S DOTY AV STREET, HIGHWAY, 

ALLEY  Thu 02/06/14 22:17

Property Taken: Multiple Denominations 

US Currency, Dark Leather Wallet

ROBBERY  
3900 W ROSECRANS AV RESTAURANT, 

FAST FOODS, CAFÉ  Fri 02/07/14 22:08

Property Taken: US Currency Misc 

Denominations

ROBBERY  
13900 PRAIRIE AVE PUBLIC PARK, 

PLAYGROUND  Sun 02/09/14 13:30

BURGLARY – RESIDENTIAL  
12000  S  CEDAR AV DUPLEX/

FOURPLEX  Mon 02/03/14 13:05

Method of Entry: Removed Poe: Sliding 

Window 

BURGLARY – RESIDENTIAL  
3800 W 116TH ST DUPLEX/FOURPLEX  

Mon 02/03/14 08:00

Property Taken: 4 And 6 Gauge THHN 

Copper Wiring

Method of Entry: Lock Picked

BURGLARY – RESIDENTIAL  
13600 S CHADRON AV APARTMENT/

CONDO  Mon 02/03/14 20:51

Property Taken: Apple Macbook Pro, Three 

Hundred Dollars, Cannon Eos 20d Camera, 

Cannon Lens, Cannon Lens, Brown Louis 

Vuitton Suitcase

Method of Entry: Opened

BURGLARY – COMMERCIAL  
2 7 0 0  W  1 2 0 T H  S T  G E N E R A L 

MERCHANDISE STORE  Tue 02/04/14 12:40

Property Taken: Mixed US Currency

Method of Entry: Opened Poe: Sliding Door 

BURGLARY – RESIDENTIAL  
12600 S KORNBLUM AV APARTMENT/

CONDO  Tue 02/04/14 14:45

Property Taken: Black Playstation Portable, 

Black Playstation Vita, Black Canon Camera, 

Black Ipod Touch

BURGLARY – RESIDENTIAL  
12600 S KORNBLUM AV APARTMENT/

CONDO  Tue 02/04/14 14:45

Property Taken: Silver Necklace W/Turtle 

Charm

Method of Entry: Removed Poe: Sliding 

Window

BURGLARY – RESIDENTIAL  
13900 S LEMOLI AV APARTMENT/

CONDO  Tue 02/04/14 19:30

Property Taken: Wells Fargo Checks (Joyce 

Watson), Black/White Jewelry Box, With 

“J” On Box, (2) Gold Necklaces, (1) Silver 

Necklace, (1) Gold Bracelet, (2) Rings

Method of Entry: Body Force

BURGLARY – RESIDENTIAL  
14100 S CHADRON AV APARTMENT/

CONDO  Tue 02/04/14 21:16

DBA@HERALDPUBLICATIONS.COM         PUBLIC NOTICES           LEGALNOTICES@HERALDPUBLICATIONS.COM

YOU CAN FAX YOUR FILED FORM TO 310-322-2787 THE PUBLISHING COST IS $75 FOR MORE DETAILED INFORMATION CALL MARTHA PRIETO AT 310-322-1830 EXT. 23

“The greater the effort, the greater the glory.”

~ Pierre Corneille
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CalendarHawthorne Happenings
News for the ‘City of Good Neighbors’

LIFE AND DEATH
Everyone has to deal with it sooner 

or later. Some people don’t like to 

talk about it. Others have trouble 

dealing with a loved one or friend 

passing away.  Joe, a neighbor of 

mine, served in WWII, met a nice 

German lady while on duty there 

after the war, married her and shared 

50 some years with her.  They 

purchased their home in Hawthorne 

in 1957, raised two sons and loved 

going on walks together in their later years.  

About eight years ago, Joe’s bride passed 

away.  He was never the same.  It seemed 

like there was something missing in his life 

whenever we saw him walk the block alone.  

For the past year or so, Joe’s health had been 

in decline.  He was in his early 80’s, which 

for some people is still an active age.  But, 

Joe indicated that he wished to be with his 

wife.  So, last Thursday, I paid him one last 

visit.  He had been put on hospice care.  He 

simply passed away in peace without much 

pain.  His death reminded me of what all our 

lots are. We are all going to die some time.  

Death puts our lives into perspective.  The 

old saying, “You can’t take it with you.” is so 

true.  All the money that we accumulate, all 

the fame we gain, all the great achievements 

we have worked for mean very little when 

we pass away.  All the fighting and bicker-

ing and hate that we experience here means 

nothing any more.  Our lives are short.  We 

are here for just a short period of time.  It 

makes us value the precious time we have 

with our family and friends.  As a Christian, 

I believe that we will see our loved ones who 

die in Christ again in heaven.  Everyone has 

to answer that death question for themselves.  

Death is the great equalizer.  None of us want 

it, but we all have to face it eventually.  Let’s 

value and live each day knowing that it is a 

gift just to be alive. 

THE MOST CREATIVE LEADER 
IN THE WORLD

Who would you say is the most creative leader 

in the world today?  You may be surprised 

to learn that that person leads two companies 

in Hawthrone.  According to 

a recent poll by the magazine 

Fast Company, Elon Musk  

was selected most creative leader. 

He was following in order by 

JayZ, Pope Francis, Stephen 

Colbert, Arianna Huffington, 

Tina Fey, Marissa Mayer, Me-

linda Gates, Barack Obama, 

Jenna Lyons and Tim Cook.  (I 

don’t know who half of these 

people are, but they must lead 

some interesting companies.)  In the same 

February issue, the magazine listed Tesla as 

the third most creative company behind only 

Google and Apple.  Some real creative things 

are happening over there by Crenshaw and 

120th Street.    

WATER RATIONING
It hasn’t started officially but you can expect 

some type of water rationing to be in place 

by this summer. With our prolonged drought 

we need to conserve our precious water 

resource.  The real question is what type 

of rationing schedule will be put into place.  

Our West Basin Water Resource Board has 

put us in better shape that many other places 

in California.  But, they are still telling us to 

take shorter showers, to reduce the irrigation 

of our lawns and gardens and make sure our 

clothes and dish washers are full before run-

ning them.  We will wait and see if the State 

or County put some teeth into the rationing 

plan and pentalize people who waste water.  

Historical Society Meetings to be Held 

Hawthorne Historical Society Open Meetings 

will be held on the following dates:  March 

10, April 14, May 12.  All meetings begin 

at 6:30 p.m. and are held at the Hawthorne 

Museum located at 12622 S. Grevillea Ave 

across from the Hawthorne Library.  Refresh-

ments are usually served and we adjourn 

around 8:30 p.m. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday, Feb. 25: City Council Meet-

Sunday, March 9: Daylight 

Monday, March 24: 

Hawthorne Parks and Recreation Foundation 

ALL CITIES

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22

Good Giants: World War II Buffalo Soldier’s 
Journal featuring Ivan J. Houston, 1 p.m., 
AC Bilbrew Library, 150 E. El Segundo 
Blvd. For more information call (310) 
538-3350.
ONGOING

Fridays 10 a.m., South Bay Mental Health 
Center, 2311 El Segundo Blvd. For more 
information call (310) 512-8112.
HAWTHORNE

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22

Empowerment Workshops hosted by 
Councilmembers Valentine and Vargas, 
10:30 a.m.-3 p.m., Hawthorne Memorial 
Center, Polaris Room, 3901 W. El Segundo 
Blvd. R.S.V.P by February 20.
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25

Council Chambers, 4455 W 126th St. For 
more information call (310) 349-2915.
ONGOING

a.m.-2 p.m. and Saturdays, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Hawthorne Museum, 12622 Grevillea Ave.

groups. Weekly walks, clinics, motivation. 
For more information call (323) 201-7253.
INGLEWOOD 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22

p.m. parking lot of the Main Library, 101 
W. Manchester Blvd.  For more information 
call (310) 412-5380. 
ONGOING

Library, 101 Manchester Blvd. Through 
March 20. For more information call (310) 
412-5380.

5645.
LAWNDALE

MONDAY, MARCH 3

Hall, 14717 Burin Ave.
ONGOING

Wednesday, 2-7 p.m., 147th St. in front 
of Lawndale Library. For information call 
(310) 679-3306.

Wednesday at 10 a.m., Community Center, 
14700 Burin Ave. For information call (310) 

Classifieds
The deadline for Classified Ad submission and payment is Noon on Tuesday to appear in Thursday’s paper. Advertisements must be 
submitted in writing by mail, fax or email. You may pay by cash, check, or credit card (Visa or M/C over the phone).

Errors: Please check your advertisements immediately. Any corrections and/or changes in an ad must be requested prior to the fol-
lowing Tuesday deadline in order to receive a credit. A credit will be issued for only the first time the error appears. Multiple runs will 
only be credited for the first time the error appears. No credit will be issued for an amount greater than the cost of the advertisement.

Beware: Employment offers that suggest guaranteed out-of-state or overseas positions may be deceptive or unethical in nature. If 
you have any doubts about the nature of a company, contact the local office of the Better Business Bureau, (213) 251-9696. Herald 
Publications does not guarantee that the advertiser’s claims are true nor does it take responsibility for those claims.

MOVING SALE

Sat Feb 22 7am-12pm 644 Loma 
vista St. Baby clothes & gear, toys, 
household goods and collectibles. 
Everything must go!!

TOWNHOME FOR RENT

Beaut i ful  townhouse  in  E l 
Segundo. close to 1200 square feet. 
Unfurnished two bedrooms 1 bath 
with office. Warm two toned interior 
colors. A large open entertainment 
area with patterned tile floors/
counters. Contemporary lighting 
ceiling fans. new window blinds 
dishwasher, stove, large closets, 
paid water, gas and trash. covered 
parking. gated building. close to 
beach. shops. freeway and airport. 
Call Mike at (310)322-7166.

TUTORING SERVICES

Retired teacher, familiar with CCSS, 
is available for math tutoring. Visit 
Caseys.org for details or call Terry 
@ (310) 322-2223. $25/Hr

EMPLOYMENT

 
Display Ad Sales Position. 
We need an  exper ienced 
Display Ad Salesperson for 
Herald Publications. Territories 
include Torrance, El Segundo 
and Hawthorne. Full or part-
time positions are available. 
20% commission on all sales. 
If  interested please email your 
resume to  management@
h e r a l d p u b l i c a t i o n s . c o m . 
N o  p h o n e  c a l l s  p l e a s e . 

FOR RENT

2 bedroom  wi th of f ice,  den  
o r  t h i r d  b e d r o o m / 2  b a t h .  
Custom built fair ly new 8820  
Fordham Road, Westchester   
$2,200/month. (310)365-1481 or 
(310)641-2148.

GARAGE FOR LEASE

2500 sf ft garage - RV depth + 
space for 4 cars, $2,995 per month, 
310-322-0000

HOUSE FOR RENT

BRAND NEW Freestanding house 
(2bd/2ba), Gardena-$2400/mo 
Contact: Curtis (626)252-9525.  
Close proximity to aerospace, 
beaches, 110/105frwys. Granite 
counter tops, wood cabinetry,  
heating/AC, washer/dryer, kitchen 
appliances.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

1BD/1BA. Large Apt. In ES quiet 
gated building. W/swimming pool, 
laundry facility, pond w/ water fall 
$1,275/mo. No pets. Call Mike at 
(310) 322-7166.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Great place to call home 13607 
Cordary Ave. Hawthorne. Offering 
spacious studio apartments at $850 
per month and 1 bedrooms at $950 
per month. All utilities are included 
with stove and refrigerator. Amenities 
include swimming pool, laundry 
facility, underground parking and 
gated building. Contact Darryl at 
(310) 219-1600 or (424) 294-8095.

COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR LEASE

Well located adjoining business 
spaces suitable for retail, service, or 
professional use, each with private 
bath, separate outside doors, onsite 
parking. 114 E. Grand, El Segundo. 
Call (310) 322-2837.

EMPLOYMENT

 
Writers wanted for local community 
newspapers.  Areas to be covered 
are El Segundo (El Segundo Herald)  
and Torrance (Torrance Tribune). 
You must have some writing 
experience.  Please send resume to 
management@heraldpublications.
com. No phone calls please.  

To appear in next 

week’s paper, submit 

your Classifed Ad  

by Noon on Tuesday.
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By Joe Snyder

Hawthorne High’s boys’ soccer team 

captured its first outright Ocean League 

championship since 2006 after shutting 

out Santa Monica 2-0 in their league 

finale last Thursday at Hawthorne. The 

win also avenged the Cougars’ earlier 

2-1 overtime defeat to the Vikings from 

January 29 at Santa Monica.

Hawthorne took a 1-0 lead in the 22nd 

minute when Jason Santana scored on 

a header off a corner kick from Edgar 

Navarro. The Cougars, who ended their 

league at 8-1-1 and are 17-2-3 overall, got 

some insurance when Francisco Alvarez 

scored off a free kick from Bryan Larios. 

It was Alvarez’s league-leading 25th goal 

of the season.

Defensively, Hawthorne was able to 

shut down the Vikings behind Miguel 

Hernandez, Luis Baez, Mauricio Hernandez 

and Larios. Goalkeeper Fernando Portillo 

made six saves--one of those a diving 

save off a free kick from 19 yards out 

to prevent Santa Monica from tying the 

match.

At Culver City on February 11, the 

Cougars and Centaurs battled throughout 

the contest but Hawthorne finally broke 

through in the 76th minute when Edwin 

Ortiz scored on a short push off a pass 

from Alvarez and Hawthorne made it stand 

for a 1-0 victory. Despite the Cougars’ 

big win, which occurred after both squads 

tied 3-3 on January 24 at Hawthorne, head 

coach Yuri Najarro was not pleased. “We 

want to finish early,” Najarro said.

Earlier, Hawthorne was able to finish off 

Santa Monica, which tied with Culver City 

for second place in Ocean play at 7-2-1 

and one game in back of the Cougars. 

Portillo made 17 saves, including one on 

a penalty kick attempt by the Centaurs’ 

Carlos Rincon.

Hawthorne entered last week ranked 

eighth in the CIF-Southern Section Division 

IV and Santa Monica was fifth, but the 

Cougars will be expected to move up and 

the Vikings move down after Hawthorne’s 

win over Santa Monica.

The Cougars will also begin the playoffs 

at home on Thursday or Friday with the 

playoff pairings that were expected to be 

released last Monday.

Lawndale Boys Win Pioneer 
Basketball, Soccer

Lawndale High’s boys are enjoying a 

successful 2013-14 winter after winning the 

Pioneer League in basketball and soccer 

last week The Cardinals’ boys’ basketball 

squad won its second consecutive league 

crown by downing Torrance 81-59 last 

Thursday at Lawndale.

The Cardinals, who are 18-8 overall 

and ended league at 9-1, were led by six-

foot-nine junior center/forward Chimezie 

Metu with 15 points. Chris White added 

11 points. R’Lando Beckels chipped in 10 

points, and Broderick Jones and Quincy 

Pinkard each finished with eight. At South 

Torrance on February 11, Lawndale rolled 

over the Spartans 80-52.

Lawndale entered last week rated sixth 

in the CIF-Southern Section IA, but if it 

moves up it could find itself in one of the 

top four seeds as top-ranked Riverside 

J.W. North moves up to the prestigious 

Open Division. 

The Cardinals begin the IA playoffs at 

home against Ventura, an at-large team 

from the Channel League, Friday at 7 p.m. 

If Lawndale tops the Cougars, it will face 

either Alhambra Mark Keppel or Fontana 

A.B. Miller at a site to be determined next 

Tuesday at the same time.

Cardinal Kickers Win First Title
Lawndale High’s boys’ soccer  team got 

in on the championship party after capturing 

its first ever Pioneer League championship 

with a 3-2 win over traditional power 

South Torrance on February 11 at South 

and outright last Thursday with a 4-3 

home win over Torrance.

Against the Spartans, who won the 

Pioneer the past two seasons and advanced 

to the CIF-Southern Section Division 

IV championship game before losing 

to Fontana Carter and into the Southern 

California Regional Division III playoffs 

last year, the Cardinals got things going 

fast as Joel Martin scored off a pass from 

Salazar. Lawndale made it 2-0 in the 36th 

minute when Kevin Valencia scored from 

eight yards out off a pass from Salazar.

South cut the Cardinals’ lead to 2-1 in 

the 40th minute when Abe Younis scored, 

but Lawndale, which is 18-7-1 overall and 

ended league at 9-1, scored on a penalty 

kick by Salazar after Andrew Renteria 

was dragged down in the South penalty 

box. Taylor King scored for the second 

place Spartans (10-7-3, 7-3) to cut the 

Cardinals’ lead to one goal, but Lawndale 

was able to hold on as goalkeeper Erick  

Hernandez was able  to make a key save 

on a shot by South’s Richie Lee.

Martin was big, scoring all of the 

Cardinals’ four goals as Lawndale was 

able to edge the Tartars in overtime. 

Marcos Ambriz had two goals and Bryan 

Maderos had one for Torrance, which 

ended Pioneer play in third place at 6-4 

and is 12-10 overall.

The Cardinals begin the Southern Section 

Division IV playoffs at home this week. 

Their opponent and time of the game was 

announced last Monday.

Leuzinger Plays Redondo 
Tough in Loss

Leuzinger High’s boys’ basketball team 

played highly regarded Redondo tough, 

but lost 49-37 in its Bay League finale last 

Thursday at home. The Olympians, who 

finished league at 3-7, had a game-high 

18 points from Davon Abner, including 

three first quarter three-point baskets.

Leading the league champion Sea Hawks 

(22-4, 10-0), who are top-ranked in the 

Southern Section Division IIAA but will 

compete in the Open Division, was Terrell 

Carter with 15 points.

Leuzinger, which placed fifth in league, 

made the Southern Section Division IIIAA 

playoffs, but must visit second-seeded 

Atascadero (23-2) in the first round Friday 

at 7 p.m.

Morningside Tops Inglewood
Morningside High’s boys’ basketball 

team finished fourth in the Ocean League 

after a big 51-44 win over cross-town rival 

Inglewood last Thursday at Morningside. 

The Monarchs, who are 9-16 overall and 

4-6 in league, were led by Gabe Saloche 

with 22 points and Dakaria King with 16 

points, four rebounds and three blocked 

shots.

The Sentinels, who were 7-3 in league 

and 15-11 overall, tied Santa Monica for 

second place, one game behind champion 

Beverly Hills (8-2). Inglewood is in the 

IAA Division as it visits Sea View League 

champion Dana Hills in the first round 

Friday at 7 p.m.

Morningside made the IVAA playoffs 

and will visit Riverside Prep at the same 

Hawthorne Blanks Samo  
for Ocean Soccer Crown

By Dylan Little

During the Wiseburn School Board’s 

February 13 meeting, Kim Merritt from Da 

Vinci Communications Academy addressed 

the group with a plan to write up a new 

charter for the campus. This would allow 

the school to offer a five-year program that 

could have students graduating with an 

Associate’s Degree.

Merritt said the charter school is just 

starting the process and is looking to the 

Wiseburn School District for guidance and 

approval of the plan. For the most part the 

charter should stay similar to the other two 

Da Vinci campuses, but the likely fifth year 

program will be a major change. “I think 

it’s safe to say we will be proposing a 

five-year model,” said Merritt. “That will 

be the change that will be significant from 

the design and innovation schools.”

How it would work is that any student who 

decides to stay at Da Vinci Communications 

to pursue an AA degree will stay enrolled 

and the requirements of their graduation 

would be expanded to include the college 

requirements. “We would essentially be 

offering college classes to students in their 

13th year,” said Merritt.

However, Merritt believes that in the 

final product at no point would students be 

locked into staying. If a student is accepted 

into a prestigious college, she believes the 

plan could accommodate that. “We’re still 

looking at the legal aspects,” said Merritt. 

“Any students who want to leave after the 

fourth year will be able to leave our school.”

For students who stay on for a fifth year, 

they will in one manner have graduated, 

while on the books still be enrolled at Da 

Vinci Communications without a diploma. 

Merritt says it’s important for the students not 

to feel like they are missing out by staying 

on campus for the start of their college 

careers. “I imagine they will go through 

the graduation ceremony. It will feel very 

much to them like they’ve graduated high 

school,” said Merritt. “We don’t want them 

to feel like they are still in high school. We 

wouldn’t want it to be a stigma to them.”

Because of how the program would look, 

there may be room in the fifth year to add 

students (because of those leaving after 

four years). However, Merritt said for legal 

and other reasons the fifth year at Da Vinci 

Communications would likely only be open 

to students in the Da Vinci family of schools. 

“As of right now, our goal is to keep it in 

Da Vinci Communications 
Seeks New Charter

the Da Vinci family,” said Merritt. “We need 

to see how it will play out. It is likely they 

would’ve already had to be in our schools 

to attend that 13th year.”

To make this program work, Merritt said 

Da Vinci would partner with a college to be 

able to offer on-campus college courses. She 

said the school has already seen interest from 

El Camino, Foothill, Cal State Dominguez 

Hills and Cal Poly Pomona, but more time 

is needed to see which will be the best fit 

for what Da Vinci Communications would 

like to offer.

“We have a few different schools who 

are very interested,” said Merritt. “It’s just 

a matter of now picking which ones are 

right. We just nailed down which types 

of support systems we’d like to offer and 

we’re working on now setting up what our 

priorities are and mapping out which school 

is most likely to meet those priorities. Any 

way we do this it will be in partnership 

with a college. As to which college we will 

partner with, that’a still being played out.”

One concern mentioned by the Board 

is that students will graduate with useless 

credits. However, Merritt said that making 

sure credits transfer easily is a major issue. 

“That’s one of our non-negotiables,” said 

Merritt. “When we started this process, we 

wanted to make sure that all the courses 

would be transferable. We don’t want any 

of our students walking away feeling that 

they did something that wasn’t worth it.”

Merritt said she hopes to have a draft of 

the charter submitted to the Board in March, 

with a final draft completed in May. Budget 

and Accounting Director David Wilson 

questioned if that was enough time to see 

the project to completion. “This is a very 

optimistic time frame,” said Wilson. “Is this 

enough time to work with the District?” 

Superintendent Tom Johnstone said reviewing 

the charter shouldn’t be as time-consuming 

as the initial round of approvals were, as 

most of the text would be pretty close to 

the other Da Vinci schools. 

Overall, the Board expressed excitement 

over the opportunity for one of the charter 

high schools to forge a path to an AA degree 

while remaining on campus and with the 

high school support system still in place. 

“This sounds really wonderful,” said Curtis. 

Board President Roger Banuelos summed 

up the thoughts of the Board as excited, but 

cautious. “As you’ve heard, there’s a lot of 

“I think it’s safe to say we will be proposing 
a five-year model...

That will be the change that will be significant
from the design and innovation schools.”

Enjoy a good read with 
your morning coffee...

Subscribe to one of Herald Publications 
weekly newspapers.

El Segundo Herald, Torrance Tribune, Hawthorne 
Press Tribune, Lawndale Tribune or Inglewood News

Only $50.00 for a yearly subscription.

Call 310-322-1830



Page 6 February 20, 2014 



 February 20, 2014  Page 7

Follow Us on Twitter @HERALDPUB



Page 8 February 20, 2014 

Adopt  a “pet without a partner” 

and give a homeless pet a second 

chance in life. 

Jersey is a tiny one who weighed 

about 2.5 pounds at eight weeks 

old.  She is your normal, happy, 

playful little puppy who is enjoying 

life.  Jersey has no issues and 

would love nothing more to find 

her forever home. She is playful 

with other small dogs and the 

other puppies at our rescue.  She 

will need to be adopted into our 

immediate area (the South Bay or 

north Orange County), as she will 

need to come back several times 

for shots and to be spayed. Jersey 

is current on vaccinations, de-

wormed, microchipped, fine with 

other dogs, and cat-safe. For her 

well-being, children in the home 

should be over the age of seven.

  Sargent came to us from the 

Baldwin Park Shelter. We hate 

seeing helpless senior dogs in 

the shelter and pulled this little 

guy right out of there. Sargent is 

approximately nine-10 years old 

and weighs six pounds.  He is a 

super-great little dog.  In his foster home, 

he has shown us that he is completely 

housebroken and using the doggie door to 

do his business outside. Also he gets along 

well with the other dogs there. Sargent loves 

to be held and hang out on your lap, and is 

great riding in the car. He’s a peach! Very 

go-with-the flow in his personality, he loves 

to nap and sunbathe when the weather 

is warm.  Sargent is neutered, current on 

vaccinations, de-wormed, microchipped, 

fine with other dogs, has had a dental, 

and children in his home should be over 

the age of seven.

What a fun little Pug George is! Happy 

all the time, his little Pug butt wags back 

and forth just like his tail. He is a mover 

and a shaker, a good will ambassador for 

the Pug breed. His age is estimated to be 

three to four years old and he weighs 19 

pounds. George is wonderful with all other 

dogs and he especially likes the ladies. He 

is quite playful, loves toys, walks superbly 

on leash and adores anyone who pays 

attention to him. George is completely 

sponsored by Dena and Fred honoring the 

memory of their beloved Pug Mr. Clooney 

adopted from Animals Rule.  George is 

neutered, current on vaccinations, de-

wormed, microchipped, fine with other 

dogs, cat-safe, and children in his home 

should be at least six years old.

You will love Anne!.
Add some extra love in your life when you 

adopt your purr-fect partner.

 Anne and her kittens were rescued in Istabul, 

Turkey. She is a beautiful Maine Coon with 

great looks and a great personality. Outgoing, 

friendly and affectionate, Annie is an overall 

very easygoing kitty. She 

is good with everybody 

including children, dogs 

and other cats. Her other 

kittens have found lovely 

homes. Now it’s just 

Anne and her daughter 

Alexandra looking for a 

home to call their own. 

Anne’s daughter 

Alexandra is a beautiful 

Tuxedo/Maine Coon mix 

with soft, silky fur.  She is 

a bit more reserved than her mother, but once she 

is around you, you’ll enjoy petting and holding 

her. As her mom Anne is very outgoing and 

easygoing, Alexandra often follows her lead…

like mother, like daughter. This beautiful pair 

loves each other, plays together and grooms 

one another. They can be adopted as a pair or 

together into a home with another friendly kitty 

or cat-friendly dog.

Trapper is a little black 

panther with engaging 

golden-green eyes that are 

always busy looking for 

another toy on which to 

pounce. He loves big male 

cats, cuddling up to them, 

suckling on their fur and 

kneading his paws as he 

purrs up a storm. His vibrant 

personality shines all the 

time. As he is always on 

the go, Trapper definitely 

needs another high-energy 

kitty companion. Trapper 

would fit in well at most any 

household as his confidence 

and playfulness make him 

great for a family, and his easygoing personality 

Harry was rescued from a hoarder. He was 

matted down, had not had any veterinary care 

in years, his teeth were rotting out of his 

head and his ears were so infected we could 

not pet him.  To top it all off, he was blind 

from cataracts. Harry’s life was dismal, to 

say the least. After a $1,600 vet bill, Harry 

was on his road to recovery with clean teeth 

(some missing), clean ears and sporting a 

clean freshly groomed coat. His life changed 

forever when Jean (on left in photo) stopped 

by the rescue to pay a visit and laid eyes on 

George

Harry’s Living the Dream!

Pets Without Partners Purrrfect Companions
helps him get along with any kitty he meets. This 

little goof can’t wait to find his purr-fect home.

These kittens/cats are available for adoption 

through Kitten Rescue, one of the largest cat 

rescue groups in Southern California. All of our 

kitties are spayed/neutered, microchipped, tested 

for FeLV and FIV, de-wormed and current on 

their vaccinations. For additional information 

and to see our other kitties, please check our 

website at www.kittenrescue.org, or email us 

at mail@kittenrescue.org. Your tax-deductible 

donations for the rescue and care of our cats 

and kittens can be made through our website or 

by sending a check payable to Kitten Rescue, 

914 Westwood Boulevard, #583, Los Angeles, 

CA 90024.

On Saturdays, we 

have adoptions from 

noon to 3 p.m. in 

Westchester at 8655 

Lincoln Boulevard, 

j u s t  s o u t h  o f 

Manchester Avenue, 

and also in Mar Vista 

at 3860 Centinela 

Avenue, just south 

of Venice Boulevard. 

Our website lists 

additional adoption 

sites and directions 

to each location.

Be kind. Save a 

life. Support animal 

rescue. •

Happy Tails

To learn more about these and other 

wonderful dogs, visit our website at www.
animalsrule.org. If a dog is on our website, 

it’s available. Or come to our Saturday 

adoption events from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 305 

North Harbor Boulevard 

in San Pedro (just off 

the 110 near the cruise 

port). We are always in 

need of donations for 

veterinarian bills and our 

senior dogs. Donations 

can be made through our 

website or by sending 

a  check payable to: 

Animals Rule Placement 

Foundation at 305 North 

Harbor Blvd., San Pedro, 

CA  90731. All donations 

are tax-deductible. We 

are a registered 501©3 

non-profit organization. 

Saving one animal 

won’t change the world, 

but the world will surely 

change for that animal. •

 

him.  Harry has now memorized the layout 

in his new home, knows the daily routine 

and goes to the door when he needs to go 

outside. He goes on an hour walk a day 

and loves to sleep on his big, comfy dog 

bed. Life is good these days with Jean and 

Arden who have graciously adopted him and 

made Harry a member of the family. Harry 

is living the dream!

When you adopt a “pet without a partner,” 

you will forever make a difference in their 

life and they are sure to make a difference 

in yours. •

Jean, Harry and Arden are one big happy family now.

Sargent

Jersey

Alexandra and Anne

Trapper


